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Great Neck teen honored as
global leader in environmental
activism in National
Geographic competition
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Cynthia Zhang, 17, was one of 15 recipients of National Geographic’s
Slingshot Challenge for her nonprofit Monarchs Matter.
Courtesy of National Geographic
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Great Neck’s Cynthia Zhang, 17, was always interested in nature, but
it was a moment witnessing the metamorphosis of a monarch

butterfly that led to her pursuing her own environmental action.
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“It's really a once-in-a-lifetime experience,” Zhang said of observing
the butterfly’s metamorphosis with the help of a local volunteer. “It
shows you how delicate yet persistent nature is in surviving, but

because of human activities, we're destroying that metamorphosis.”

Now she has been recognized as a global youth leader for

environmental activism by National Geographic.

Zhang, a junior at Great Neck South High School, was named one of
15 recipients in National Geographic’s Slingshot Challenge, which
honors youth across the globe who promote environmental

conservation.

She garnered the highest designation alongside five other recipients

for her nonprofit Monarchs Matter.
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Great Neck’s Cynthia Zhang was inspired to start her
nonprofit after a fellow volunteer taught her about
monarch butterflies.

T
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“| didn't really think about getting the award, | just wanted to do my

best and focus on making the video the best it could be,” Zhang said.

Zhang founded Monarchs Matter, a youth-led nonprofit that raises

awareness on pollinators like monarchs, promotes their preservation

and advocates for the reversal of biodiversity loss. Engrained in the

purpose of the nonprofit is also promoting youth involvement in The Jackie Mason Musical
©Q southampton cultural center

environmental action.
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While monarchs are in the name of Zhang’s nonprofit, they are not
the sole focus of their environmental mission. Rather, their mission is

Who's the best mascot on
Long Island?

to promote and protect local biodiversities and the species which

make them possible, such as monarchs who are critical pollinators.

Monarch butterfly populations have diminished over the past two

decades, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. You voted, they won: Top

music pros on Long Island

Reasons for the monarch butterfly loss have been attributed to

climate change, habitat loss and pollution, Zhang said.

Zhang said she was inspired to start her own nonprofit after
volunteering with ReWild Long Island, a Port Washington-based
nonprofit that promotes local biodiversity. While volunteering, she
met a fellow volunteer who was raising monarchs and taught Zhang

the processes of cultivating them.

Witnessing a fellow Long Islander raising these monarchs, Zhang
said she was inspired to take her efforts one step forward by sharing

this information with a broader — and younger — audience.
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Great Neck teen awarded by National Geographic for nonprofit

Zhang said when she first got involved in environmental advocacy,
she didn’t find many other high schoolers joining in on the effort.

But she said it's important that they do.
“We're the future generation to take care of our planet,” Zhang said.

Monarch Matters hosts webinars to engage with youth across the
globe to educate them on biodiversity loss and environmental

preservation efforts.

A focus point for Zhang and her nonprofit is storytelling and utilizing
the art form as a way of empowering teenagers to take action into

their own hands.

“No matter your age or background, you can still make a change in

your community,” Zhang said.

She said Monarchs Matter has bolstered her own confidence and

helped her become the environmental leader she is today.

Zhang is also a member of the Bow Seat Future Blue Youth Council,
a youth leader in the EarthEcho International and chair of the ReWild
Long Island Social Media Committee. Through all her roles she seeks

to empower other teenagers like herself to take action.

Monarchs Matter now has chapters across the globe, in Pakistan and
Nigeria, but is seeking to expand and share their message even
further.

“We aim to support new chapters across the world no matter what
their mission is as long as they are advocating for the environment in
their own community,” Zhang said.

’S .

Monarchs Matter was founded in Great Neck, but has since expanded

globally through chapters in Pakistan and Nigeria.

Oy o +

Cameryn Oakes

Cameryn Oakes is The Long Island Press’ reporter
covering the communities of Great Neck,
Manhasset and the Town of North Hempstead.
Born and raised in California’s capitol, Cameryn
¢ ib) now resides in Brooklyn. She began her journalism
| career with Blank Slate Media in February of 2023,
which has since merged with The Long Island
Press. Her prior work included a summer internship
at The Stockton Record where she covered a
national murder trial and as managing editor at her
college newspaper, The Mustang News, at Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo.
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More Great Neck News
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Two South High artists fea-
tured in Long Island’s Best
exhibit

Longtime chef brings
Mexican meals to Mineola
at newly opened El Sol GL

‘Finding Kindness' TV show
filmed in Queens cele-
brated with local launch
event

Jericho 8th grader Grace
Zhang places 2nd in
ARTEFFECT competition

Steinway & Sons
Manhasset showroom to
exhibit Lady Gaga's,
Laufey’s pianos

Herricks school board holds
last meeting of year

Port Washington LIRR
beautification project de-
buts to public

Thousands join ‘No Kings’
protests across Long Island

Top 5 stories in Long Island
Press this week: Greekfest,
Connor’s Law and more

Long Islanders to join na-
tionwide ‘No Kings’
protests on June 14
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Habitat for sign after
Humanity repeated
students misconduct
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Mineola Patients,
man ac- workers sue
cused of Northwell
breaking Health over
statues in secret cam-
church eras in sleep
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bathrooms

Dan’s Papers
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Noticia

Mundial de Clubes: Fluminense perdona al

Dortmund en MetLife Stadium

https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/09/great-neck-national-geographic/

dewomen 4

COURTS

amNY

Suspect behind Manhattan Criminal Court stabbing

held without bail: DA

Behind the Hedges

Restored Historic Home Beauty for Sale in Sag

Harbor

4/4


https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/roslyn-students-build-hope/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/roslyn-students-build-hope/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/judge-william-hohauser/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/judge-william-hohauser/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/mineola-church-statue-break/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/mineola-church-statue-break/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/northwell-health-camera-lawsuit/
https://www.longislandpress.com/2025/06/17/northwell-health-camera-lawsuit/
https://www.danspapers.com/2025/06/drinks-on-the-go-wine-in-can/
https://www.danspapers.com/2025/06/drinks-on-the-go-wine-in-can/
https://www.danspapers.com/
https://www.danspapers.com/2025/06/drinks-on-the-go-wine-in-can/
https://www.danspapers.com/2025/06/drinks-on-the-go-wine-in-can/
https://www.amny.com/news/suspect-manhattan-criminal-court-stabbing-held-without-bail/
https://www.amny.com/news/suspect-manhattan-criminal-court-stabbing-held-without-bail/
https://www.amny.com/
https://www.amny.com/news/suspect-manhattan-criminal-court-stabbing-held-without-bail/
https://www.amny.com/news/suspect-manhattan-criminal-court-stabbing-held-without-bail/
https://www.amny.com/news/suspect-manhattan-criminal-court-stabbing-held-without-bail/
https://www.noticiany.com/mundial-de-clubes-fluminense-perdona-al-dortmund-en-metlife-stadium/
https://www.noticiany.com/mundial-de-clubes-fluminense-perdona-al-dortmund-en-metlife-stadium/
https://www.noticiany.com/
https://www.noticiany.com/mundial-de-clubes-fluminense-perdona-al-dortmund-en-metlife-stadium/
https://www.noticiany.com/mundial-de-clubes-fluminense-perdona-al-dortmund-en-metlife-stadium/
https://www.noticiany.com/mundial-de-clubes-fluminense-perdona-al-dortmund-en-metlife-stadium/
https://behindthehedges.com/restored-historic-home-beauty-sag-harbor/
https://behindthehedges.com/restored-historic-home-beauty-sag-harbor/
https://behindthehedges.com/
https://behindthehedges.com/restored-historic-home-beauty-sag-harbor/
https://behindthehedges.com/restored-historic-home-beauty-sag-harbor/
https://behindthehedges.com/restored-historic-home-beauty-sag-harbor/
https://www.longislandpress.com/contact/
https://www.longislandpress.com/subscribe/
https://www.bestoflongisland.com/
https://www.longislandpress.com/home-pros/
https://jobs.longislandpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/longislandpress
https://x.com/longislandpress
https://www.youtube.com/user/longislandpress
https://www.instagram.com/longislandpress/
https://www.schnepsmedia.com/
https://www.schnepsmedia.com/
https://www.schnepsmedia.com/
https://www.longislandpress.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.longislandpress.com/terms/

